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Ms. Chase, 

Please review the attached documents. The first 6 pages are referring to patent 
#6,059,140, The next 6 pages are referencing patent #6,164,487. I believe these are for 
the same patent. 1 am a little confused why there arc two patents and I am hoping you 
will be able to explain to me the differences. T am also inclined to think that this is the 
reason we arc encountering so much confusion regarding this patent. 

The last page of this correspondence is a certificate of correction from the patent office 
showing Tom Vorderkun* as the inventor rather than Michael Hicks. I believe this is the 
form that you need to continue with our reinstatement. 

As long as we are working on this, could you please let me know the patent type? Is this 
patent a utility or a design patent? I'm sorry, it's just that this has been so confusing; I 
want to make sure I have all my facts straight at this point. 

Another mystery I was hoping you could solve for me regarding this patent also has to 
deal with the inventor. Our attorney's sent documentation where Tom Vorderkunz 
signed this patent over to Custom Printing. Can you please check on this or let me know 
who I need to talk to about this? T really need to get this straightened out, and I'm sure 
you would like to get this cleared up as well. 
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AUG 0 3 2004 



Custom PrtnHng J I, Ltd. 
2402 East Sixth Avenue 
P.O. Box 804 



Belton, TX 765 13 
254/939-9373 



254/939-1322 FAX 
800/234-5740 WATS 
800/330-4CP! WATS 
www.cv5tomcrest.conn 





Thanks, 



Renae Ward 
Corporate VP 
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May 9, 2000 



Insulated jacket for a beverage container and blank and method for fabricating same 

Abstract 

An insulative jacket for a beverage container is fabricating from a unitary blank of flexible insulative material into a 
main body forming an annulus with continuous upper and lower edges openable into an annular form for receiving the 
beverage container and collapsible along diametrically opposed fold lines into a flattened rectangular form when not in 
use and a circular end wall connected to the lower edge of the annulus at diametrically opposed locations with a sewn 
fold line bisecting the wall to urge it to fold inwardly within the annulus when collapsed into the flattened rectangular 
form. 
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Parent Case Text 



CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 
TMs closure incorpora^andhas^ 

13, 1998, entitled INSULATED MC^TJO^ BEV^Gl^CXOTAW^ .. 



Claims 



What is claimed is: 

1. An msmative jacket*^ 

configuration forming an annulus with a continuous upper edge £ d * c °^™ wrcS container through the upper 
annularform defining an interior area of a shape and dimension ^^^^^g^^ in Z, and a ? 
edge and collapsible along diametncally opposed ^^^^^^^^i locations with a fold 

the annulus when collapsed into the flattened rectangular form. 

2. An insulative j ackct for a beverage container according to claim 1 , wherein the circular wall is formed of a flexible 

insulative material* 

3. Ao motive J** for abeverage container according to claim 1, wherein the main body is formed of a foamed 

synthetic material. 

4. An insure jacke. for a beverage container accords » daim 1. wherein the main bod, and the wall are formed of 

a foamed synthetic material, 

5. An insulate jacket for a beverage conBiner according to claim I. whereinthe main body and the wall are formed 

integrally with one another. 

6. An motive jacket for.beverage container according to claim 4, wherein ore main body and the wall are formed 

integrally with one another. 

, tohl toJ*lI.^^^«*'■*l■****•■* w,,,,d * , "''* 

comprise fabric layers affixed to opposite surfaces thereof, 
the wall to face inwardly of the annulus of the mam body. 

9. AbUnk for taring a couapsible ^y^J^S^^^^^^^ 
flexible insulative material including a man elongated MUmgntar body ^™™° e ™^ ^ ^ ^ ^ wj m 

one^m^^ 

be abutted with one another when the end edges of the mam body are abutted. 

COOlg XVd i,S : 0T 3flX 



t ^ ^ J)^0:($s-uiui] NOIiViina * :aiS3 » 90CK/S:SIMO * 0/HUXd3-OldSn:ilAS * [auijl )q6yAea aoiseg] mv 0C:O£: 1 1. tO0»C/8 IV QADd * Hit 39Vd 

United States Patent: 6,05 ^i-rv 

10 Ablankforformingac^^^ 

web is a unitary piece of the flexible insulativc material. 

11 A blank for forming a collapsible insulative jacket for a beverage container according to claim 9, wherein the 
flexible insulative material comprises a foamed synthetic material. 

12 A blank for forming a collapsible insulative jacket for a beverage container according to claim 9, wherein the planar 
web includes fabric layers affixed to opposite s urface s thereof. — . — 

Description 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

container such as a convention aluminum beverage can. 
Convenuonally.bevemgesofaU^^^^ 

singling containers of ^ ou ^„^"^lX^SS= So mod used for such 

beverage containers. 

While suchbeveragecontainers offer many advantages, fa*dta| v XtSt^S^^" ,i,y • 
and low relative weight, one of the disadvantages ,s that th f , retattv ^fthta the container. Hence, chilled 

environment, e.g, a refrigerator, and opened for consumption. 
To address uns P™blenv acoraiderablenumber^^^^ 

bevcraged cans have been developed over recent years '"^Xtomtf.e^Ser ambient atmosphere to the chilled 
insulative character of such devices acting i !° ^u=d TsySbS thermoplastic material 

Prop'eS^^^ 

Sexible dual-walled plastic material within which is contained an insulating material. 
WMlemese devices function weU for their tended ^ 

inconvenient to carry when not in use, since container jacket is made of 

normal-sized pockets in typical clothing articles. A. ^^^^^^h^ inch) covered on 
a relatively thin-walled synthetic foam rubber material (tymcaUy p 0 ™™^ t ^ r Such L k ets are made fiom a 
each face by a textile fabric laminated or otherwise bonded to the synfceti cfc iam rubo ^ ™ J ^ dwise 

S^epieJofflat fabric-surfaced foanarubbe^^ 

from one another by an intervening circular web of * e J^™^ rectangular portions whereby the 

with the correcting circular web in turn forming an insulative bottom wall to the jacket. 
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pock* of an art* of clothing. However, d«. to the ^ t^tZ&ZA 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
It is accordingly anobje^ 

which canbe more comply collapsed for '^Z ^^^^i^^ '^^ ™ bber 
invention i$ to provide an insulating beverage container jacket ™ ^™ ™ • me bottom insulating wall is 
generally like that of the known form of jacketing device d^^^^J^^J^ * more compact, 
Adapted to naturally collapse into the annolus of the ^^^^^^SS^tvoOuX of clothing. A 
generally rectangular configuration when not in use and is ^^^^^SbSSooi of a blank of the fabric- 

achieve the foregoing properties. 

conventional twelve-ounce aluminum beverage can W^^^^.?™^^ ^ of beverage container), 
annular body at a lower edge thereof, but otherwise unconnected to ^^I^^^^LJa invention, the 

tendency to project outwardly away from the annular body, 
in a preferred embodiment, the insulative beverage 

blank of the preferred synthetic fabric-backed foamed ^"^^^^J^S^An^ therealong. The 
with semi-circular portions extending outwardly from one longitudinal side ^of f ™ , ^^ a ^S B fl , nning ^ mam 

urgTthe two semi-chcular portions to fold inwardly wimin the annular body. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG 1 is a perspective view of a prior art insulated beverage container jacket of the type described above, shown in a 
partially opened condition ready for insertion of a beverage container; 

FIG. 2 is a bottom plan view of the prior art insulated beverage container jacket of FIG. 1, also shown in the same 

partially opened use condition; 

FIG. 3kt ^i^^^^^^t^^y>^<>^^^< fm 1 Sh ° Wntai,S 

flattened storage condition; 

FIG. 4 is a plan view of a prior art blank of isolating material from which the beverage container jacket of FIGS. 1-3 

is fabricated; 

U.^« Wo pov^dfcoh-P^ 7/28/2004 

SOOlg] XVd 8Z:0T 3fLI *0/C0/S0 



oz-/o:(ss-uiui) Nouvuna * :qiso , 90WSINQ MWUMmm , Nu wm\ w rconi mum iv aAoa , mjm 

United States Patent: 6,059, 140 

HO. 6 fcatatton.pta.vtew of « 1 ,eins^db W en 1 gec 0 u B meriaoke 1 of^pr eS en.inv md o nS hov mm FlG. S.also 
depicted in the same partially opened condition thereof; 

F.O. Tisaside^calviewof^tau^cdbev^eco^crjacketofFIGS. 5 and 6 offce present invention, 
shown in its flattened storage condition; and 

FIG 8 is a plan view of a blank of insulating material in accordance with the present invention, from which the 
insulated beverage container jacket of FIGS. 5-7 is fabricated. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

herring now to the according drawings and initially ^^<^^ 1 ^^STSSSS!T 
^ckeTof S the type briefly described above mdicated generaUy at 1 0 ^^^^ ^ body 14 which 
in blank form from which the jacket 10 is f * b " cat ^ also be flattened into a generally 

can be opened into an essentially cylindrical shape as ^^^^.^Xcted to the lower edge 14' at 
planar form as shown in FIG. 3, with an essentially ^^^^ edSlf 4e annular body 14 whereby 

S w«S 
ThejacketlOofmeknowndev^^ 

referred to as synthetic foam rubber, having £ textile ^bne ^ded to * B °PP^ 0 ^ {nto the mdicated 

shown in FIG. 4, the jacket 10 is fashioned from a bl^ 12 cut from a flat web o£ucb r*uto . ^ ^ 

substantially corresponding to the annular body 14. 

^jacket ^^^^^y^^^^X^^^ " { 

portions 20 in ftce-butttag coextensive relationsl^ andfl^ sewuig togeme J £ sewn together, the two 
wall 16. 

As aWv indicated above, the jacket 10 of this prior art c— f^^^SS^SSS^S 
to receive a conventional beverage container, e.g., a convenuonaJ wSotta use because the circular 

Tbe jacket 30 basically comprises an ann.0ar body 32 w.th an essmMUy Ctteuuu ■ unconnected to the annular 

"wir edge 32' of the annularbody VSSS^MGsSte^WySJ— 

. .. „,,„... ,„..^^b.P^Sec.l=PT01^ect 2 =HirOFF&d«PAll&p=l^e^tn*sr... 7/28/2004 
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wherein the annular body .32 assumes an essentially flattened rectangular configuration, ^^™Si?S?v^ 
SSd upon itself into two face-butting serm 

such that the overall folded configuration of the jacket 30 is rectangular without any portion of the jacket 30 projecting 
outwardly of the annular body 32. 

This configuration of the jacket 30 is created by fabricating tbe jacket 30 from the blank 38 shown in FI ^Like die 
^S^SSlfL prior art, the jacket 30 is fabricated from a relatively thin-waUed ^^P^P^^dTo 
mSS such as coSonal?/nthetic foam rubber, having a textile fabric covering laminated or ^^ bo ^f to 
52 r^oourward surfaces of the foam material, thereby to provide the desired insulating F x f atx ^^^ 
3 is cut from a flattened web of such material into the depicted shape providing a single continuous d««J*» 
♦ i~ l^rZr 4f? the lenoth 401 of which corresponds to the circumference of the annular body 32 and the width 
%£g£Sfi£^ length, of the annular body 32. Two semicircular portions 42 extend 

outwardly from spaced locations along one lengthwise side 401 of the rectangular portion 40. 

Thus the iacket 30 is fabricated from me blank 38 by folding the rectangular portion 40 lengthwise to bring ^opposite 
J ed^s 40w mrcfextensive juxtaposition, while simultaneously bringing .the ^^^^j^S. 
mtoface abutaient The juxtaposed widthwise edges 40w and the juxtaposed outward lmear edges 42 ° f ^°j^\ 
dlir P oruoS 42 are to soured to one another. Essentially any conventional means of ^^S^T^ 
^ wE gluing sewing or the like, but it is preferred that each seam thusly created be an «cta^ 
seam A ^muslycreliedThe jacket 30 is then everted to orient the overlapping seams to face inwardly of the jacket 
XTaSw^ ^ore pleasing outward appearance of the seams is created, but more importantly the mwardly 
^^S^tS^ZS^ seam between the edges 42' of the two semi-circular portions 42 causes tiie 
SS^SIS be Mased oZ S A to fold inwardly within the annular body 32 when ™ ste 
tendency of the two semi-circular portions 42 to project axially outwardly from the annular body 32. 

A A v^ntaeeousl v therefore the iacket 30 of the present invention provides all of the same advantages as the known 
of a beverage can and also better enables retail display and use of the jacket. 

JHr^ii^^CSLSSS and size of graphics on tbe exterior surface of the jacket As will be 

the size, type and arrangement of graphics which can be placed on the jacket 30. 
rt ^11 therefore be readily understood by those persons sldUed in them 

bro^ Sfand TaPplSon. Many embodimer' and adaptations of the present mvenOon °*«*fi^ ^ 
Sbed,* wdTasmany variation rnodincauons and jS*"*""^ 

disclosure is not intended or to be construed to limit the present invention or otherwise to exclude any such other 
embodiments, adaptations, variations, modifications and equivalent arrangements. 



***** 
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insulated jacket for a beverage container and blank and method for fabricating same 

Abstract 

An i^ve jack,, for a beverage contain* is "^S^ISS. 
main body forming an annulus with conlmuous upper and lower »lg es op enab lo uwoan a when ^ ^ 

bev«a 8 e container and collapsible along opposed locations with a sewn 

form- 
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CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 

This disclosure incorporates and has the priority of U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser No. 60/077,846 filed Mar. 
S^TNSiHtED JACKET FOR A BEVERAGE CONTAINER, and is a division of U.S. application 

SerS^ 

now U.S. Pat No. 6,059,140. .... 



Claims 



What is claimed is: 

1. A method of fabricating an insulative jacket for a beverage container, comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a blank formed as a generally planar web of flexible msulative material ^^^^^^1^,,, 
rectangular body portion defined by opposed end edges and opposed lengthwise edges of a length sufficient to encircle 
Sage container when the end edges are abutted with one another and two semicircular ^P"?2J^£* 
fromTne if ngthwise edge at a spacing therealong selected to be abutted with one another when (he end edges of the 

main body are abutted, 

(b) ioining the end edges of the main body in abutment with one another to form an annulus with one lengthwise edge 
foSg a continuous upper edge and the other lengthwise edge fonning a continuous lower edge openable mto , a 
S y Sar form defining an interior area of a shape and dimension for receiving the beverage container through 
IS upper X and collapsible along diametrically opposed fold lines into a flattened rectangular form when not m use, 
and 

( c) ioining the two semicircular wall portions to form a generally circular end wall connected to the lower edge of the 
anS at dianSrically opposed locations with the joining forrning a fold line bisecting the waU between the opposed 
locations and biased inwardly of the annulus to urge the wall to fold within the annulus when collapsed mto the 
flattened rectangular form. 

2 A method of fabricating an insulative jacket for a beverage container according to claim 1, wherein the joining of the 
end edges of the main body comprises sewing the end edges of the mam body together. 

3 A method of fabricating an insulative jacket for a beverage container according to claim 2, wherein the ; sewing of the 
end edges of the main body comprises fonning a scam racing inwardly of the annulus of the mam body to urge the 
main body to collapse into the flattened rectangular form. 

4. A method of fabricating an insulative jacket for a beverage container according to claim 1, wherein the joining of the 
two semicircular wall portions comprises sewing the two wall portions together. 

5 A method of fabricating an insulative jacket for a beverage container according to claim 4 wherein the sewing of the 
rwo semicircular wall portions comprises forming a seam facing inwardly of the annulus of the main body to urge the 
circular end wall to fold within the annulus when collapsed into the flattened rectangular form. 

t,,^ „c„t„ <w^Pi/n«h-P aTS er?Sectl=PTO^ 7/28/2004 
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6. An insulative jacket for a beverage container made a ccording to the method of claim 1. 

Description 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

container such as a convention aluminum beverage can. 

beverage containers. 

While such beverage containers offer many advantages, including recyclability as already mentioned, non-breakability, 
2 o^ ^atrv^S^ one o?the disadvantages is that the relative low weight and thin-wall constructor i of such 
c^ntlrerTp ovides hole resistance against heat transfer to or from the beverage w>thin the > contamer. Hence, chilled 
beverages in particular, tend to rapidly gain temperature once the beverage container is taken from a chilled 
environment, e.g., a refrigerator, and opened for consumption. 

To address this problem, a considerable number and variety of different forms of insulated devices for jacketmg 
£^£7<ro hive b^en developed over recent years to act as holder, for beverage while bemg cons 
in7Xtiv7character of such devices acting to minimize heat transfer from the warmer ambient atmosphere to the chilled 
SS wS coSer One popufar form of such devices is made of foamed synthetic ^^^^ 
cSySoam rubber, fonrTed'as a cylindrical jacket dimensioned to '^^^.^^^StZ^ 
SScm Such devices typically also include a circular foam rubber bottom wall to provide additional *auj£vc 
^S^oS^r cyl£dricai y jacket devices are made in substantially the same configuration of relahvely hard 
inflexible dual-walled plastic material within which is contained an insulating material. 

While these devices function well for their intended purpose, they suffer the disadvantage of being relatively bulky and 
Snvenicn^ fE^SywSSSot in use, since such devices cannot be folded, collapsed or otherwise placed within 
^£S£* p^k^m^ical clothing articles. Amore recent form of insulated beverage container jacket is made of 
VS^JS^SS^^^^t^ material (typically of a thickness of about one-eighth inch) 
tSffi^^X^tennutod or otherwise bonded to the synthetic foam rubber. Such jackets are made from a 

tJL Jl. nTlftt her bv an intervening circular web of the same material, the blank bemg fabricated into the jacKeung 
d^Tetng^o™ 

sewn recWgulaFportions form an annulus of the material formable into a cyhndncal shape to fit about a beverage can 
with the connecting circular web in turn forming an insulative bottom wall to me jacket- 
Ore of the advantages of this form of insulating beverage jacket is that, when not in use, the opposite w £ 
portions tend^e2Lae their original flattened configuration, whereby the device canbe more readily earned ^nthe 
£3ToJ TaSicle of clothing. However, due to the manner of construction «^^f^^^S2y 
web of the device naturally tends to project away from me rectangular sidewalls when to ^ is not m use thereby 
Increasing the overall outer dimensions of the device which detracts from the ease of placing the device into a pocket. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

^.//^t* n«tn n^/n^riAmh-ParsertS^ 7/28/2004 
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achieve the foregoing properties. 

SSSSSS oLrwisennconnec. ed to the annular *e 
todv and the bottom wall to assume a flattened condition when not in use. In accordance with «« pM« =^ Mm - me 
£tom waU i^edwith an tawardly-tacing seam or fold substantially bisecting the bottom wall 
™Sd Sonstf attachment to the body, the seam biasing or otherwise urgmg the bisected hate of me 
Km ^relative to one another imo the interior of the annular body when not m use, and to resist any 
tendency to project outwardly away from the annular body. 

In a preferred embodiment, the insulative beverage container jacket of the present ^ on ^^^^ t ^ 
Ma* k of the preferred synthetic fabric-backed foamed insulating material cut m the shape of an ™^£ e - 

wui ^emSu^rtiSs extending outwardly from one longitudinal side of the «^ * "JSSSSS^ 

S»^d« 

urge the two semicircular portions to fold inwardly within the annular body. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG 1 is a perspective view of a prior art insulated beverage container jacket of the type described above, shown in a 
partially opened condition ready for insertion of a beverage container; 

FIG. 2 is abottom plan view of the prior art insulated beverage container jacket of FIG. 1, also shown in the same 
partially opened use condition; 

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of the prior art insulated beverage container jacket of FIGS. 1 and 2, shown in its 
flattened storage condition; 

FIG. 4 is a plan view of a prior art blank of insulating material from which the beverage container jacket of FIGS. 1-3 
is fabricated; 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of an insulated beverage container jacket in accordance with 7^f n ^ mbodiment ° f 
lie present invention, shown in a partially opened condition ready for insertion of a beverage container, 

FIG. 6 is a bottom plan view of the insulated beverage container jacket of the present invention shown in FIG. 5, also 
depicted in the same partially opened condition thereof; 
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RG. 7 is a side elevation* view of the insulated beverage container jacket of FIGS. 5 and 6 of the present invention, 
shown in its flattened storage condition; and 

FIG. 3 is a plan view of a blank of insulating. material in accordance with the present invention, from which the 
insulated beverage container jacket of FIGS. 5-7 is fabricated. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

^^S^mib^lM^ay spans transversely the area within the lower edge 14' m ^^ co^o, of the 
tekrt 10 TaTshown in FIGS. 1 and 2, and is foldable into two face-butting semi-circular portions projectnig 
downward £S? «lge 14' outwardly away from the annular body 14 when in the flattened condition of FIG. 3. 

The jacket 10 of the known device is fabricated from a conventional thin-walled polymeric foam material commonly 
referrS I to as svV&etic foam rubber, having a textile fabric bonded to the opposite outward faces of the foam. As 
Sov^nln PIO ^SSSTlO is fiudrioned fiom a blank 12 cut from a flat web of such ^^S^ial 
shane hTvins two rectangular portions 20, each of a lengthwise dimension 201 corresponding to the height i.e., axial 
Si 7fZ anXTody 14 P and each of a width 20w corresponding to one-half of the circumference of the annular 
S Ml 4 the t^tangular portions 20 being connected at an endwise (lengthwise) spacing by a circular ortion 22 
^tending fbetween adjacent widthwise ends 20w of the two rectangular portions 20 and bemg of a diameter 
substantially corresponding to the annular body 14. 

The jacket 10 is thus fabricated from the blank 12 by folding theblank 12 l^f^se to ^^^^Sm of 
nnrtions 20 in face-buttins coextensive relationship and then sewing together the juxtaposed lengthwise edges 201 ot 
rC^XoSr 2 0, tnexeby producing'the flattenedjacket 10 of FIG. 3 A. 

rectangular portions 20 collectively form the annular body 14 while the Circular portion 22 forms the circular bottom 



wall 16. 



As already indicated above, the jacket 10 of this prior art construction functions satisfactorily for ite mtended pu^ose 
to rSve a^ve^ona7beveiage container, e.g. a conventional 12-ounce size aluminum can, within the interior of 

portion 22 forming the circular bottom wall 16 projects outwardly from the annular body 14 as shown m FIG. 3, 
thereby increasing the overall dimension of the jacket 10 in its folded storage condition. 

Referring now to FIGS 5-8, the improved insulated beverage jacket container of the present invention is v indicated 
gSy at 30 showr i ir Opened condition ready for use in FIGS. 5 and 6 and in flattened ? * 
The jacket 30 basically comprises an annular body 32 with an essentially circular bottom wall 34 c ^ t o ed . to ^ iilaj 
Sd« 32' of the annular body 32 at diametrically opposite locations 36 but otherwise unconnected to the > 
Zy)2 Sh thi ■manned the op^ed condition of the jacket 30 shown in FIGS. 5 and 6, ^.'^^^ am 
^essentially cylindrical shape to receive a beverage container within the intenor of the 
bortom wall 34 substantially spanning the circular area withm the opened lower edge 32 ^ ^ « » 
coiSon. When not in usef the jacket 30 may be folded into an essentially Af^. 60 ^,^^^^ wall 
wherein the annular body 32 assumes an essentially flattened rectangular configuration 

stSSSdinS elf into two face-butting semi-circular portions nested inwardly within the fcUad < umvdar Wy% 
such that the overall folded configuration of the jacket 30 is rectangular wnhout any portion of the jacket 30 projecting 
outwardly of the annular body 32. 

This configuration of the jacket 30 is created by fabricating the jacket 30 from the blank 38 shown in FIG. 8. Like the 

„^ ^^oi/nnh-ParwrfSectl =PT01&Sect2=HITOrT&d=PALL&p=l&u«/netahtnu/sr... 7/28/2004 
ZTOI0 rvj zc:ot anx *0/C0/«0 
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known jacket 1 0 of the prior art, the jacket 30 is fabricated from a relatively thin-walJed thermoplastic polymeric foam 
matS, such as conventional synthetic foam rubber, having a textile fabric covering laminated or o*f^^de d to 
the two outward surfaces of the foam material, thereby to provide the desired insulating property. The Wank 38- of 
FTG 8 is cut from a flattened web of such material into the depicted shape providing a suigle «*5^^J?^ 
rectangular portion 40, the length 401 of which corresponds to the circumference of the annular body 32 and the : width 
4^TwWch corresponds to tie height, i.e., axial length, of the annular body 32. Two semi-circular portions 42 extend 
outwardly from spaced locations along one lengthwise side 401 of the rectangular portion 40. 

Thus the jacket 30 is fabricated from the blank 38 by folding the rectangular portion 40 lengthwise » ^^^^ 
SwS edges 40w into co-extensive juxtaposition, while simultaneously bringing the two ^^^^^ 
mto fwe abulxaent. The juxtaposed widthwise edges 40w and the juxtaposed outward linear edges 42' of the two ^ semi- 
Srcu'£ Son's 42 are thenTecured to one another. Essentially any conventional means of securement may be utilized, 

seam As thusly created, the jacket 30 is then everted to orient the overlappmg seams to face inwardly of ttie jacket 
nSof aXLu, a more pleasing outward appearance of the seams is created, but more important* *e mwardly 

orientotion of the overlapping seam between the edges 42' of the two semi-circular portions 42 causes the 
SmwSTto be biased or urged to fold inwardly within the annular body 32 when notmuse and res,sts any 
tendency of the two semi-circular portions 42 to project axially outwardly from the annular body 32. 

Advmtaaeouslv therefore ihe jacket 30 of the present invention provides all of the same advantages as the known 
tSShSSSoSi»^ lightweight and foldability. However, the jacket 30 at the same time overcomes the 
S££^T£ jacket lb & avoiding any tendency of the circular bottom wall 34 to project ^outv^dly from 

annular body 32 when the jacket 30 is not in use. The jacket 30 may thus be conveniently folded mto - 
compact rectangular shape when not in use and can easily be carried in most pockets of most garments. Further the 
iackS whcn^ifolded will tend to assume an opened cylindrical shape so as to be self-standing which simplifies 
convenient insertion of a beverage can and also better enables retail display and use of the jacket. 

An additional important advantage of the present invention is that because of the unique construction of 
only a single side seam is created in the annular body 32. thereby enabling graphics to be printed onthe exterior ^urface 
oFmc Snular body 32 substantially uninterrupted about essentially its entire annular extent. In bodv 
from FIGS. 1-4, prior art jackets such as the jacket 10 have two diametrically opposed side seams m its annular body 
14 which thereby restrict the placement and size of graphics on the exterior surface of the jacket. As wUte 
understood, insulated beverage jackets of this type characteristically cany distinctive promotional g^™? 
exterior surface and, hence, this feature of the present jacket 30 provides substantially greater liability and variety in 
the size, type and arrangement of graphics which can be placed on the jacket 30. 

It will therefore be readily understood by those persons skilled in the art that the present invention is susceptible of 
broad utility and application. Many embodiments and adaptations of the V^^^^^^^^ 
described as wcllas many variations, modifications and equivalent arrangements, will be apparent from or reasonably 
Igg^ted £ me pSThivention an^ the foregoing description thereof, without departing from the ^ s ope 
oflhe present invention. Accordingly, while the present invention has been described herein in detail m relation ^to its 
preferred embodiment, it is to be understood that this disclosure is only illustrative and exemplary of thepresent 
fnvention and is made merely for purposes of providing a full and enabling disclosure of the mvention. The foregoing 
Ssu^TnSended or to be cZtrued tolimit the present invention or otherwise to exclude any such other 
embodiments, adaptations, variations, modifications and equivalent arrangements. 
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